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ago should be brought before the London Medical- Society
as new I

Do, Mr. Editor, let me urge you to get the book, read it, review
it, and unfold it, and you will get the thanks of the profession for
unfolding principles which are of the highest importance to suc-
cessful practice, and which go with a man as a compass does the
mariner, to guide him in those cases of difficulty when the
memory of a particular practice may be forgotten.

Hoping to receive your approval of the object for which I
have written to you,

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Reading, July, 1853. 

_________ 

T. L. WALFORD.T. L. WALFORD.

THE MEDICAL SERVICE OF THE EAST INDIA
COMPANY.

J. G. LUNSDEN,
Secretary to Government.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;The way in which the medical service of the East India
Company is managed deserves your attention, particularly at

present, the New Charter being under discussion. There are
great abuses in the appointments : incompetent and old men are
often now sent out; also men who have no proper diplomas, but
merely a certificate from the College of Surgeons in London,
stating they are 11 competent to practise medicine in the East
Indies" ! ! ! The Court generally now do not care what sort of
men they send out, if they are only quiet and submissive; and
for the last ten or twelve years they have been treating the
Service with much indignity and injustice. Thirty years was the
period of service, but by the new rules thirty-eight are demanded,
so that few can expect to enjoy retirement until quite gray and
worn out. The cruel injustice, too, of making these new rules
retrospective in their very injurious effect is discreditable beyond
expression. Numerous memorials have been sent to the Court
on the subject of the new rules. I enclose you a copy of a short

one, from which you will be able to see the nature of their in-
justice : a serious injustice and breach of contract by the Company
clearly made out. Another official document I will copy, that
you may see the despotism of the Government to the natives as
well as Europeans. There are about one thousand medical men
in the Service-a large body; and if you will devote a small
space in your valuable journal to the consideration of their
interests, I shall at a future time be happy to supply you with
more information. Meanwhile, believe me, with much esteem,

Yours sincerely,
Bombay, May, 1853. 

- 

A FRIEND.

[TRUE COPY.] 
Circular, No. 2541, of 1851.Circular, No. 2541, of 1851.

General Department.
To the President and Members of the Medical Board, Bombay.
SIRS,-It has come to the knowledge of Government, that,

notwithstanding the prohibition contained in the Government
notification of the 30th of September, 1843, public servants are
still in the habit of assisting parties to prepare petitions, memo-
rials, and representations on official matters. The Right Hon.
the Governor in Council considers this practice to be particularly
objectionable, and he therefore directs that it be strictly pro-
hibited in your department, both as regards European and native
officers.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
J. G. LUNSDEN,

Secretary to Government.

To the Honcntrable the Court of Directors of the East India
Company.

The humble Memorial of ALEXANDER BcRN, M.D.,
Surgeon Bombay Army,

Humbly showeth,--
That on the appointment of your memorialist, in 1829, to your

Bombay medical service, medical officers were esteemed as

deserving of equal consideration by your honourable court in all
things as officers in the military service, and at that time retiring
pensions, regulated by the rank to be attained, existed for the
benefit of both services. But, in a letter from your honourable
Court to the government of India, No. 5, dated 20th September,
1837, grants of pension for years of service, without reference to
rank, were most graciously bestowed on your military officers, in
addition to the rules as established in the year 1796: at the same
time this extension was withheld from your medical officers, and
without any apparent reason; consequently appeals to your
honourable court were made, and, in reply to these appeals from
your medical officers to be placed on the same footing, in respect
to all such favours, as their military brethren-an equality which

until this time had never been brought in question-your
honourable court Was pleased to grant pensions according to
length of service to them also; but, at the same time, the rules
in reference to pensions due to rank attained in the medical
service were altered. This alteration, your petitioner humbly
begs leave to represent, has injured his prospects materially, and,
unless modified, by your honourable court, must deprive him of
the chance of obtaining one or other of the two highest rates of
retiring pension.

2nd. Your honourable court, by your letter, No. 5, of 20th
September, 1837, gave to your military officers the option of
choosing to accept pensions regulated by the rank attained, or
by the number of years of service completed. But, by your
letter, No. 6, dated 4th May, 1842, to the government of India,
this gracious option has been allowed only to a small portion of
your medical officers ; for in the General Orders issued by the
Hon. the President in Council, dated Fort William, 1st July,
1842, it is ordered as follows-.---" The present regulations by
which superintending surgeons are entitled, as such, to retiring
pensions of &pound;300 and X365 a year, and members of the Medical
Board to pensions of &pound;500 and &pound;700 a year, according to period
of service in those ranks respectively, will cease to be the rule
of the service for medical officers after the date of the introduc-
tion of the new arrangement; but individuals then in the service,
and who may be appointed to the offices of superintending
surgeon and member of the Medical Board, within ten years
from this date, will be allowed the option of retiring upon pen-
sions upon the old scale of length of service in those ranks,
instead of the new scale of length of service in India."

3rd. This grant of ten years of grace, from 16th July, 1842,
to the 16th July, 1852, has not yet expired; but it seems quite
impossible now, the remaining period is so short, that your

. petitioner should be included under its influence, and, by being
so excluded, he cannot but suffer great injury, the prospects of
retiring from the service he had on entry into it being so greatly
affected. That the two highest pensions have been placed
beyond the reach of your memorialist by these new rules will
appear plain from the fact that there never has been a single
instance in which a medical officer in the Bombay army has
served the period of thirty-five and thirty-eight years, - the
periods which these new rules require,-nor is it likely that your
memorialist shall be able to do so, as the prospective rate of
promotion, although it should be very much slower than the
past, would compel him, together with the limited period of five
years’ service only allowed in the Medical Board, to leave the
service by force before the completion of the shortest even of
these two periods.

4th. That not being aware of the principle on which the period
of ten years’ grace was fixed upon, but confiding in the high
honour, equity, and justice of your honourable court, and be-
lieving that your honourable court intended to confer an equal
favour on each member of the medical service by the new rules,
and in no way to deteriorate or depress that service in com-
parison with the military, your memorialist begs most humbly
and respectfully to represent that all the officers who were then
in the service, at the time of the promulgation of the new rules,
were as fully entitled to the privileges given by the ten years of
grace as those medical officers who have attained to the highest
ranks within that period, and thereby secured to themselves the
highest pensions. Further, your memorialist believes that such
a thing as altering the terms of a soldier’s enlistment to his loss
and detriment, by the government, has never yet happened.

For these reasons your memorialist most humbly and respect-
fully prays that the system of granting pensions which was in
force when he entered the service may not be abolished in his
case, but that the period of ten years’ grace, given to his seniors,
from the 16th of July, 1842, be extended so as to include him,
and thus continue him on the same footing, as regards prospects,
with his military and also medical brethren.
And your memorialist, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
Bombay, Nov. 20, 1850.

PROPOSED ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL
ASSISTANTS.

To the Edito2- of THE LANCET.
SIR,-For some weeks past I have been on the Continent,

and have not had an opportunity of perusing THE LANCET
until my return home a few days ago.
The proposal for a " Medical Assistants’ Provident Asso-

ciation" was quite new to me. I hailed it with much pleasure,
and most sincerely hope with our efforts, and the assistance
of your able journal, to have it fully and substantially realized.
I will not occupy your valuable columns in portraying the
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trials and difficulties of an assistants’ life, my object is to
suggest that the very excellent leading article contained in
THE LANCET on the 25th of June, on the important subject
now before us, be printed in the form of a circular, and
forwarded to every qualified practitioner in England and Wales.
This would give all an idea of the valuable suggestion, and
I doubt not would elicit a willing response from those whom
we look upon as superiors.

If any of your correspondents entertain this idea, and will
make their wishes known through THE LANCET, (with your
kind permission,) I shall be happy in sharing the expense.

I cannot close these few observations without noticing the
great facilities afforded to medical students in Paris. I was
astonished to hear from two English students at the Hopital
Beaujon, in the Faubourg St. Honore, that everything was
free-lectures, hospital practice, dresserships, dissections, &c.,
the only expense being about twenty-five francs (&pound;1) per
annum. How different to our own institutions, where every-
thing is a monopoly! I believe the examining boards here
do not fully recognise the curriculum of study at Paris; they
require an additional twelve months-why, I am not in a
position to say.

- I am, Sir, your obliged servant,
July, 1853. AN OLD ASSISTANT.

P.S. As soon as there is a probability of an institution being
formed for the benefit of medical assistants, I will forward
two guineas to THE LANCET, and become an annual subscriber
of one guinea per annum. 

Medical News.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.&mdash;The following
gentlemen, having undergone the necessary examinations for
the diploma, were admitted Members of the College at the
meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 1st inst.:-

ARGENT, SAMUEL, Hinckley, Leicestershire.
CHAPLIN, THOMAS, Lewes, Sussex.
CLARK, PETER, Kirkconnell, Dumfries.
CRIDGE, EPHRAIM MATTHEWS, Stoke Devonport.
GOULD, JoHN HENRY, Broad-street, Golden-square.
HALLILAY, JOHN, Wakefield, Yorkshire.
R,yoTT, WiLLiAM HALL, Thirsk, Yorkshire.
SANKEY, ARTHUR HENRY, Dover.
SEARLE, RICHARD BURFORD, Bridport, Dorset.
SPICER, NORTIICOTE WILLIAM, Chard, Somerset.
TURNER, WILLIAM, Lancaster. 

The following gentlemen were admitted Members on the
4th inst. :-

DUNN, CHARLES, Scarborough, Yorkshire.
FRASER, JAMES THOMAS, Southampton.
LEACH, HENRY, Trinity-square, Southwark.
LLEWELLYN, EVAN, Mount-place, Whitechapel-road.
MooRE, THOMAS ALEXANDER, Preston, Lancashire.
PHIPPS, JOHN BLAKEMORE, Ipswich, Suffolk.
SILVER, JoHN BYE, West Wratling, Cambridgeshire.
TOMKYNS, ALEXANDER PACKINGTON, Hon. East India

Company’s Service.
WATTS, WILLIAM EDWARD MONCKTON, Battle, Sussex.

ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS.-The annual election of fellows
into the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons took place
on Thursday afternoon in the library of the institution :
upwards of sixty fellows attended. The president took the
chair at one o’clock precisely, soon after which the voting
commenced, and closed at two, when Mr. Hawkins declared
that Messrs. Skey, Wormald, and Luke, were re-elected
members of the Council. A dinner afterwards took place at
the Freemasons’ Tavern, at which upwards of one hundred
gentlemen were present.

LICENTIATES IN MIDWIFERY.-At a meeting of the Board of
Examiners in Midwifery of the Royal College of Surgeons, on
the 6th inst., the following members of the Council were
admitted licentiates:- Messrs. John Jones, Swansea; John
William Howard, Fenchurch-street; Cecil Calvert Cogan,
Winsley, Wilts; Henry Joseph Hurschell Griesbach, Pock-
lington ; William Bass Smith, Louth, Lincolnshire; Peter
William Rolston, Devonport; George Elin, Kent-terrace,
Regent’s-park ; Joseph Ewart, Holmhead, Cumberland ;
Daniel Gwynne, Halsey-terrace, Sloane-street; William Hall
Ryott, Thirsk, Yorkshire; Henry Stiles, Spalding, Lincoln-
shire; Clarence Cooper, Brentford.

’ APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-Names of gentlemen who
passed their examination in the science and practice of medi-

; cine, and received certificates to practise on
, 

Thursday, June 30th, 1853.
EDWARDS, ST. JOHN, London.
GILL, KENNEDY, Accrington.
HEIGHWAY, RICHARD CLEE, Shrewsbury.
HILLIER, THOMAS, Stroud, Gloucestershire.
HUNTER, GEORGE YEATES, Jun., Margate.
KFMPSTER, WILLIAM NAYLOR, Whitchurch, Salop.
MANIFOLD, MICHAEL FENTON, Dublin.

THE NAVAL MEDICAL OFFICERS.&mdash;We are happy
to state that petitions from the large manufacturing towns in
favour of the claims of the medical officers of the Royal Navy
are being forwarded every day for presentation to the House
of Commons; and as an illustration of the deep interest taken
in the subject, we may mention that a telegraphic message
was received on Tuesday night directing a petition to be sent
to the president of the Provincial Association at Swansea
which Dr. Bird, F.R.C.S., had kindly promised to obtain’
signatures to. Several members of the House of Commons
have promised to co-operate with Colonel Boldero, Mr.
Montague Chambers, and other friends of the naval medical
officers in getting their grievances satisfactorily settled. Most
of the teachers and students of the metropolitan hospitals
have signed the petition.
THE AZTECS.-A pair of these extraordinary andrecently discovered race of lilliputian human beings, from central

America, whose existence has hitherto been supposed to be
fabulous, have arrived in this country. Previous to their appear-
ance before the general public, they are being introduced to

scientific societies, and distinguished members of the medical
’ profession. We had an opportunity of seeing them a few days
’ since, on a visit they paid to the Hunterian Museum of the RoyalCollege of Surgeons, in company with Dr. R. G. Latham and’

their attendants. With some of the specimens in this stupendous
anatomical collection, they appeared much struck, particularly
with the skeleton of O’Brien, the Irish giant, and that of Miss
Cracchimi, the Sicilian dwarf. They peered with great curiosity
into some of the cases containing mummies, but what appeared
to rivet their attention more than any other objects, was a volume
of Gould’s Birds of Australia, which Mr. Stone, the librarian,
placed before them. The eldest Aztec, whom one of the gen-
tlemen in attendance on them called Max, at once gave up a box
of toys, which had been presented to him, when he saw the
gorgeous colouring of this superb work, and placing himself,
without any ceremony, on Mr. Stone’s knee, proceeded to turn
over the leaves of the book with a celerity equal to any gentle-
man who had served an apprenticeship in the &deg;&deg; Row:’ On

coming to the parrots, he would stop, and point it out to the
female, when both uttered "toche ! toche!" and repeatedly rubbed
their tiny hands over the plate, apparently unconvinced of the
real existence of the bird. It was stated that their respective
ages are eighteen and eleven ; but this is doubted by Professor
Owen, and other distinguished ethnologists, inasmuch as the
eldest has still one of his milk teeth left. There are many inte-
resting and curious points about them that must attract great
attention from the scientific and general public. They possess’
many peculiarities quite distinct from any other portion of the
human race.

THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF THE AMERICA."-
The inquiry instituted by the Local Emigration Board into
the conduct of the Surgeon-Superintendent of the America,
during her passage to this port, was brought to a close on
Monday last. We understand that cases of neglect and in-capability of attending to duty were substantiated to the

satisfaction of the Board, who have recommended that thesurgeon be mulcted one half the gratuities. The forfeiture
will amount to about &pound;80.

SANATORIUM FOR CONSUMPTION.-Means are being,adopted for the erection of a sanatorium in connection with the
Brompton Hospital for Consumption, at Bourne, it having been
found that many patients after having been relieved at Brompton
were compelled to return either to unwholesome homes or pur-
suits that completely destroyed all that had been done towards
the restoration of health in the hospital. The site selected for
the sanatorium is on the south-eastern coast of England, and is
most admirably adapted for its object, in consequence of its
dryness, equability, and the mildness of its temperature.
APPOINTMENT. - Dr. Septimus Gibbon has been

elected Assistant-Physician to the London Hospital.


